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Pr esident Õs Messa ge! !
Hello Los Alamitos parents.

  As another school year is almost behind us, it's time to say  
goodbye to the fifth grade families who will be leaving Los 
Alamitos. 
  I've always felt!privileged to be part of such a great 
school and a big part of that is the!participation of our chil -
dren's families.  Between volunteering in the classrooms, 
Science and Music events, and supporting our enrichment 
programs via PTA's Walk-A-Thon and Music's Scrip (Buy 
Scrip!), our community is one of the many factors that 
makes this a great place to raise our children.

  We say goodbye to a number of families, and hope they 
continue to excel wherever they go.

Cruz Family, Brewer Family, Bentley Family, 
Cherian Family, O'Malley Family, Gottwals Family, 

Popov Family, Raineri Family, Germaine Family, 
Holloway Family, Jimenez Family, Masters Family, 
Swenson Family,   Mori Family, Horwege Family, 

Mazzucco Family, Campbell Family,  Hoefer Family, 
Dugar/Angell Family, Schott Family, Quarrato Family, 
Day Family, Webb Family, Zaya Family, Matos Family, 

Calderon Family, Ha Family, Holness Family, Ryan Johnson, 
Nakhforous Family, Nofal Family, Noriega Family, 

Staunton Family, Barile Family, Carpio Family, 
Emdadi Family, Endeman Family, Krum Family, Ly Family, 

Moezidis Family, Brock Peterson, Piligan Family, 
Polito Family, Brauer Family, Golpashin Family, Ham Family,

Houtan Family, Kang Family, Kim Family,
Lipps Family, Lovelace Family, Masnaghetti Family,

Pollayil Family, Ross Family, Jasmine Sanchez,
Torales Family, Koontz Family, & Kwon Family

  

  Enjoy your summer!
Jim Kateley, PTA President 

Pr incipalÕs Messa ge
Since this is the last Cottonwood Tales for this school 
year, I want to take the time to say thank you to everyone  
for a successful year.! 
  This was my first year at Los Alamitos, and I was im -
pressed with the PTA and the entire school community.!! I  
enjoyed all of the events, activities, and appreciated the 
support that the PTA gave to the students, staff, and to 
me.! 
  I want to give a special thank you to Jim Kateley, PTA 
President, the PTA Board and the committee chairper -
sons, who donated many volunteer hours to give our stu -
dents and staff what they needed.! The staff and stu -
dents are very lucky to have you, and we really appreciate 
it!
  Thank you to all of the families who joined the Los 
Alamitos PTA, and volunteered in any way.! Your member -
ship and gift of time helped to support Walk-A-Thon, the 
Science Lab, Reading Lab, the Accelerated Reading Pro -
gram, Assemblies, K-3 Music, Art Vista, Technology, Ro -
botics, Book Club, classroom supplies, and so much more 
that I did not list.! Our outstanding teachers, and these 
experiences will give our students what they need to excel  
socially and academically.
! Finally, I would like to say farewell to the PTA volun -
teers and all families who are leaving the school.! As our 
fifth graders move to middle school, they are well pre -
pared to meet future challenges partially because of the 
time you gave.!! 
  I hope that everyone will be able to join us for the end 
of the school year events that are coming up.! Some of 
them are the Volunteer Tea on June 1st, and the Variety 
show on June 2nd.! The last day of school is June 15th.! 

  The first day of school will be August 23rd.! 

  Have a great summer, and I look forward to seeing you 
next year!! !! 

Shyril McGuiness
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5th Gr ade Memor ies

PTA asked the fifth graders to share 
their favorite memory of their time here at 
Los Alamitos and they had fun things to say...

Mrs BrooksÕ Class:
I liked going to Camp Campbell because there was no  

homework. I love the woods and it was fun.  Also, there was 
free dress!  Corey Bentley.

I liked Camp Campbell because we got to go on a 
night hike and an all day hike!  Peter Lymberopolous

I enjoyed Art Vista because of the great, fun activi -
ties like colonial realism and the self-portraits.
Nick Noriega

I liked going to the Academy of Science because my 
dad chaperoned and I learned a lot about how fish survive in  
deeper parts of the ocean and we got to watch the staff 
feed the penguin and fish. John Cherian

I went to Camp Campbell because my teacher helped 
me to be able to go!  Tung Pham

I liked the Marine Biology boat trip.  It was fun be -
cause I love to learn about sea animals from the ocean!  
Brandon Cruz

Camp Campbell was my favorite memory probably 
because I like silly songs!  Alex Clarke

I liked Camp Campbell so much because I will proba -
bly never do anything as fun in my life. I felt like I accom -
plished something because I learned a lot  
and had fun, especially on the zip line!  
Nicole Diangson

I liked the boat trip because we 
got to throw out the nets and pull them 
back in the boat after awhile!            
Keagan Herndon

I liked Camp Campbell because we 
got to stay away from home and sleep in a  
cabin.  We also got to go on a day and 
night hike!  Dillon Faris

I liked going on the boat trip because we got to try 
and catch baby shark and sting-ray. We go out on the SF 
Bay and do not have to wear our uniform! Kelly Richardson
 I liked Camp Campbell. It was the longest I have 
ever been away from home.  I learned how to take care of 
myself and take responsibility!  Ashley Hinojos

My favorite memory is all the time I spent with my 
friends.  I know weÕll have more fun because we are all going 
to Castillero!  Liam C. Holness

I liked Gold Rush Day in the 4 th  grade. I was so ex -
cited that we did not have to wear uniforms, but my dress 
was long and hard to walk in!  Andrea Mendoza

I liked going to Camp Campbell because I met new 
people, made new friends and got to know them better.  
Elaine Ha

I liked Camp Campbell because I had fun with my 
friends and I learned a lot. My cabin leaders and field 
teacher were kind!  Aria Nakhforoush

I liked Science Camp. One thing I will never forget  
when we went out for a night hike. We didnÕt have any 
flashlights so it made it more fun! Adrianna Calderon

I liked the trip to the Tech in 5 th  grade when we 
explored the great machines built for fun. It was exciting 
with my friend, Liam, who went from the bottom floor all 
the way to the top! James Day

I liked when we went to Camp Campbell and got to 
learn about nature and what types of plants there were!  
Jasmine Whitman

I had so much fun at Camp Campbell on the day 
hike because everyone was slipping down the muddy hill!  
Joyce Shoults

I liked when we went to Mission San Juan Bautista  
in 4 th  grade. It was weird to see the tiny jail that people 
were in at one time.  Erica Matos

I liked going to Camp Campbell because we got to 
do lots of fun activities like hiking and tag and meet new 
friends too. Rakeem Staunton

I liked mining at 4 th  grade Gold Rush.  Everyone 
dressed up like real miners and it was very realistic!  
Claire Crinion

I liked doing the animal report in 3 rd  
grade.  I did mine on the Boa Constrictor.  
 Ryan Johnson
My favorite memory is when I won JanÕs 
CanÕs in 1st  grade.  I raised $140 and set a  
giant record. No one has broken it yet.  
John Raineri
I love all of the wonderful teachers. They  
have helped me all the way from 1 st  to 5 th  
grade with everything IÕve done here at 
Los Alamitos!  Katrina Pine

I liked Camp Campbell because we did a lot of fun 
activities, like the night hike.  I also got to meet new 
friends!  Isabel Nguyen

My favorite memory is Colonial Days.  I got to 
dress up and do fun activities with my friends!           
Sarah Gottwals

My favorite memory was coming here in Kindergar -
ten.  I was so scared, but when I got here I met a lot of 
new friends and some are still my friends today!          
Faith OÕMalley
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I liked the boat trip!  I have never been on a boat 
with all of my friends and there are so many stations to do!  
Maria Popov

I will never forget Camp Campbell and the 6- hour 
walk in the rain plus the mud slides. Reem Nofal

Mrs Reckmeyer's Class:
I liked Gold Rush. My favorite sation was mining for 

gold. I loved the beef jerky, so I mined a lot to get lots of 
beef jerky!  Nick Koontz

My favorite memory was when we reached our goal 
at Walk-a-thon in 1 st  grade. Mr. Blizzard had to eat choco -
late covered grasshoppers and we heard them 
crunch when he bit them!  Kyle Hoefer

I will always remember getting my first solo  
for the music production in 4 th  grade. It was a 
country solo and my first. I was so nervous, but had  
so much fun!  Julia Morroco

In 4 th  grade I was excited to sing on the 
microphone.  I got to do the solo for Flash-dance 
and it was fun!  Alyssa Campbell

I liked going to Science Camp where we 
learned about many things. I loved watching the 
snakes eat their prey and I liked the food we got to eat!  
Sueng Hyun Kwon

I enjoyed the 3 rd  grade year-end party where we did  
lots of fun activities like swimming, video games on a large 
TV!  Brandon Basanty

I liked 4 th  grade Gold Rush. It was fun to relive 1849  
and learn so much about it's history! Cory Collen

I liked getting to be safety patrol in 4 th  grade when 
the 5 th  graders went to Camp Campbell and at the end of 
the year!  Ishani Dugar

My favorite memory is the first day of Kindergar -
ten!  I had a big backpack and by the end of the first day, I 
had made a new friend!  The teachers were nice! I remem -
ber the game at the end of the day! I was sad when it was 
over, but happy to be going to first grade!                        
Victoria Leigh Moore

I will remember indoor playtime in Kindergarten 
when I stuck my arm through the bars of a chair and they 
had to call the nurse to put soap on it.  I won't do that 
again!  Allie Hillsbery

Science Camp was fun for me!  I love Science and 
nature!  We saw newts and banana slugs and on the hike 
when we got to the top of the mountain, we experienced the  
beautiful view!  Marissa Hidalgo

Mrs Hansen's Class:
I liked being in Ms Penkert's class, being in the tal -

ent show and going on the boat trip!  Jessie Jimenez

My favorite memory was of being in the talent 
show! Miranda Cunningham

I liked the boat trip, Gold Rush and having the 
best teachers a kid could have!  Hayley Krum

At Science Camp on the last day we got to play 
Òcapture the flagÓ and I was the only girl who did!               
   Lauren Germaine

Camp Campbell was very fun! Shanna Endeman
All of my best friends and Science Camp!          

Anthony Ly
One person I really remember and liked a lot was 

the Principal, Devin Blizzard.  Nick Soe
The boat trip was the best field trip 
ever! Stephen Barta
I liked the boat trip because we got to 
catch fish and touch them!                 
Paymon Sohirad
Gold Rush was my favorite because we 
got to dress up as pioneers for the whole  
day!  Nicole McDougal
I liked Gold Rush Day!  Tyler Mori
I liked being on Safety Patrol!            
Jessica Swenson

My favorite memory was going on the boat trip!  
Leonardo Chan

I liked all my friends, playing handball and running 
across the grass!  Ben Lin

I liked Science Camp, Science Labs, 4 th  grade pool 
party, All field trips and Gold Rush! Joe O'Brien

I liked playing with my best friends!             
Anthony Shinjo

I liked Science Camp!  The time I spent there was 
fun and I loved it. They made learning fun!             
Christina Polito

I liked Science Camp. It was fun staying in cabins 
and on the last day I rode the cable slide! Jessica Fahlen

My favorite memory was going to the tech mu -
seum! Louise Nymeh

I liked the year end party in 4 th  grade when my 
friends and I got signatures on our shoes and yearbooks!  
Dustin Young

I liked being in the talent show and being around 
my friends!  Outana Emdadi

I liked being at Science Camp with my friends! 
Giancarlo Barile

At Camp Campbell, I liked playing Òcapture the 
flagÓ!  Reese Williams

I like when we went to Science Camp and going on 
the boat trip in 5 th  grade!  Julia Holloway

My favorite memory is when our class went to Sci -
ence Camp!!  Nick Bachmeier
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My favorite memory is when I got here and played 
with my friends!  Nick Hoang

I liked the boat trip and Science Camp!             
Frances Chen

I liked Science Camp and Gold Rush Day!           
Jacky Jiang

I liked going to Science Camp and playing with my 
friends at recess and coming to the end of 5 th  grade.    
Brock Peterson

I liked Science Camp, Gold Rush, Colonial Day and 
Golf Land!  Alexis Piligian

Science Camp was so fun!  The fun things were tee-
peeing and the archery!  Brandon Zaya

I liked playing Òcapture the flagÓ at Science Camp!  
Jordan Moezidis

Mrs Jacob's Class:
I liked Gold Rush Day!               

Rebecca Brauer
I don't have a favorite, but I 

will take every single memory of my 
time here with me to middle school!        
            Melody Eslamian

Science Camp was my favorite 
because we got to see many animals 
that we have never seen before!   
Nazaneen Ganjitomari

In Kindergarten, we got to put 
our hands in cement near the cafeteria!  
I like to see how much my hand has grown since then!    
Katelyn Frugoli

I liked Science Camp since we didn't have to wear a 
uniform, & we got to sleep over! Carah Polizzi

I came to L A the last month of 1 st  grade, I skipped 
2nd, went to 3 rd  and then went back to 2 nd grade!             
Joseph Kang

I liked Science Camp because we got to do activities,  
help nature and it's resources.  James Ross

I liked Gold Rush Day and also going to Camp Cam-
bell!  Kristina Morrison

I like going to Science Camp! Phoenix Webb
At Gold Rush Day in 4 th  grade it was really fun to 

dress up and pretend to be the people! Sarah Johnson
Going to Science Campbell and seeing 12 banana 

slugs!  Tiffany Wong
We learned a lot about science at Science Camp!  

Alyssa Mazzucco
I enjoyed making new friends, Sarah, Carah, Katelyn,  

Tiffany, Kristina, Emily & Joyce! Megan Masnaghetti
Gold Rush with my best friend, Heather!            

Taylor Lipps

Year end 4 th  grade pool  party was a fun experi -
ence since there was a BBQ, Volleyball field & Ping Pong!    
Timothy Golpashin

At Science Camp it was fun playing Òcapture the 
flagÓ with 2 leaders and other kids! Matt Schott

Getting my T-shirt for 100 point in AR!               
Jordan Ananmalay

Gold Rush Day when we were mining for gold in 
fake mines!  Mary Smith

I liked making new friends at Science Camp!       
Jasmine Sanchez

When I met my best friend, Liam, in 3 rd  grade!    
Juls Kateley

I liked going to Quick Silver in 4 th  grade!            
Matt Woodley

I liked Science Camp!  Alex Horwege
Gold Rush was an exciting day!  Elliot Ham

Playing Òcapture the flagÓ at Sci -
ence Camp!  Giancarlo Gonzales
All the fun activities and learning 
all the things about Science 
Camp!  Samuel Kim
I got to meet new people and felt  
very responsible at Science Camp.  
I enjoyed the nature hikes!        
Emily Lovelace
At Science Camp all 5 th  grade 
came together and experienced 
nature! I got to be more responsi -

ble, but had fun!  Nisha Pollayil
Quick Silver in 4 th  grade!  Nojan Houtan
When I went to Science Camp! Jacob Brown
The last day of 3 rd  grade because it was short, I 

got McDonald's for lunch and it was my best friend's last 
day at school.  Christian Daley

I liked when everyone was in line at tether-ball 
and I was undefeated! Daniel Torales

THANK YOU Fifth Graders for sharing 
your memories with us!  We wish you every 
success as you move up to Middle School! 

 PTA wishes you and all of our other 
families a very restful summer...
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