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Dear Los Alamitos Families, 
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our children.  I want to thank you all for your part in making this a successful year!  We still have a few 
more music informances, pool parties and field trips to be experienced.  And I hear the kids are practic-
ing really hard to get ready for our upcoming variety show on June 5th.  

I would like to thank all of you who are coming out during lunch recess to help out with our Parent Patrol!  
It really makes a difference to our kids to have you out there guiding them where needed!  I have to say 
that when I am out there, I really enjoy getting a chance to be that resource for them and getting a 
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interested in joining for next year, please check our website for more information at 
www.losalamitos.org.   

On April 30th through May 3rd, I attended the 110th State PTA Convention, held right here in San Jose.  
I went with fellow board members, Debbie Michels and Lynne Wach.  We attended the general sessions 
as well as  many workshops and learned a lot!  We also heard many outstanding guest speakers.  There 
are so many individuals doing amazing things in education.   

Through the many meetings I attend, I continue to see how the California State educational system 
faces many challenges.  Over the last 40 years, we have slid from among the top states in the nation in 
per pupil funding to one of the lowest.  The more I learn about the state of our current educational  
system, I have to keep saying how imperative it is for all of us to continue to stay informed about the 
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leading the charge.  Be sure to check their website at www.capta.org for ongoing updates on their work 
in Sacramento.  Locally, in addition to making sure you join PTA, you can attend brown bag meetings with 
our Superintendent, Don Iglesias, or attend the SJUSD board meetings.  You can check their website 
for dates at www.sjusd.org. 

! "#$%' -$*%"&' "%" .2 , %*8%"&, %1, ' (%9&, (,%9, %$' 1%>** ) +1, %"*%*6(%Fth graders and wish them every success as 
they move up to middle school.  There are so many families that will not be returning next year.  We will 
miss all of you!  Enjoy all of the wonderful memories from our 5th graders that they have shared with us! 
Have a wonderful summer! 

Simone Nelson 

President’s Message      By Simone Nelson, PTA President 
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Principal’s Message      By Shyril McGuiness, Principal

Time sure flies when you are having fun.  We certainly had fun this school year, in addition to all of the 
hard work that we accomplished.  Along  with the assistance to the staff, enrichment activities for  
students, staff appreciation, and all of the fundraising efforts, new committees such as the Green Team 
(under the direction of Nanci Tudish and Mike Thompson) were started this year.   
 
Los Alamitos will  under go construction  this summer.  The portables will be painted, we will finally re-
ceive our much needed shade structures, the school will receive new grass and a walking path of decom-
posed gravel, and trees lining the inside of the school along Redmond Avenue and Firefly Drive will be 
installed.  The painting, new field and walking path are provided by a local bond designated for site im-
provements, and the trees will be provided by a grant from Our City Forest and the hard work of Rachel 
Parkh, Stacey Winters, and the PTA.  
 
Thank you once again to the PTA for giving countless hours of volunteering, meetings, and financial sup-
port .  Teachers and staff could not provide the level of outstanding instruction given to our students 
without the PTA's help.  This year the assistance was especially appreciated due to the sluggish economy 
and the State's budget issues which negatively effects the school district and the school's budget.   
 
Good-bye to the students and families who are leaving, we will miss them. The first day of school for the 
2009-10 school year is earlier this year beginning on August 17th, and ending earlier on June 4, 2010. 

Want the lastest info?
Join the Yahoo Groups for 
all the latest news and 
information for your 

child‛s grade.  See the 
school website to sign up. 

http://www.losalamitos.org
http://www.capta.org
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—going to Camp Campbell.  It was a 
great experience with no parents.  
The boat trip was amazing! 
:+ 0;0. "<0=8"
"
­when I made best friends with Ellie 
Deane. 
> 8+0=8"<. 2?"
"
–making all of my new friends.  I 
also liked going to Camp Campbell 
and on the boat trip. 
@++08"A8. =8 "
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­going to Camp Campbell and mak­
ing friends with different people. 
B0/" <"
"
–being in Mr. Ford’s class and win­
ning the $50 dollar gift card to Toys 
R   Us.  
> +. 028"4 , =C25"
"
–Gold Rush Day. 
DE0=="F 82=C, ="

–going on awesome field trips such as 
the 5th grade boat trip and the 4th 
grade Gold Rush Day.  I also really 
liked Camp Campbell. 
B5+82"G8+-, ="
 
–making hard tack for Colonial Day.  
Hard tack is super fun to make and we 
got to experiment when we made it. 
H18I J 8="> . 2K, =8 
 
–making hard tack for Colonial Day.  It 
was fun to experiment with different 
amounts to see what would work best 
since there is no exact recipe for this. 
:/5 "LE 3) . C0. 
 
­having the Walk­A­Thon each year.  
The good part of the Walk­A­Thon was 
kids got exercise and there were auc­
tions going on during it which made 
money for the school. 
H. /" M, 38+ 
"
–Camp Campbell and Gold Rush Day.  
Camp Campbell was fun, you got a 
chance to learn outdoors.  Gold Rush 
Day, it was fun learning like it was 
back then. 
L+. ?8"N. ; 0, )  

 
–Getting a lead in the 4th grade musi­
cal with the song “Rockin’ Robin”. 
O8K8?. J" H/0 1J "
"
–Gold Rush Day, P.E. with Mrs. How­
ell, and making hard tack for Colonial 
Day 
@/0+5"P , , C+85"
"""""""
­making the hard tack for Colonial 
Day. 
Q20-10=8"R-K, 2=8"
 
–going to Science Camp, the boat trip, 
and making hard tack. 
L8 115"L02K, "
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The HoglenFamily 

The HophamFamily 

The Horst Family 

The Kelly Family 

The Ko Family 

The Liebscher Family 

The Liu Family 

The Matar Family 

The Mathew Family 

The McCain Family 

The McDonough Family 

The Murphy Family 

The Ng Family 

The Nguyen Family 

The Pang Family 

The Park Family 

The Abrate Family 

The Ananmalay Family 

The Ayala Family 

The Birbo Family 

The Boroujerdi Azar Family 

The Boyle Family 

The Bugwadia Family 

The Calderon­Barraga Family 

The Canerday Family 

The Chovanec Family 

The Clarke Family 

The Farakesh Family 

The Frugoli Family 

The Heldt Family 

The Herndon Family 

The Hidalgo Family 

The Perez Family 

The Phelen Family 

The Phu Family 

The Pine Family 

The Raimondi Family 

The Rodriguez Family 

The Roebke Family 

The Rosas Family 

The Ruelas Family 

The Seeley Family 

The Shinjo Family 

The Smith Family 

The Smith Family 

The Smith Family 

The Sowinski Family 

The Suess­Rubin Family 

“It’s Hard to Say Goodbye”  
G' 71%8'2.-. , $%9. --%+, %-, ' / .7>%*6(%$0&** -%0*2267. "1%'$%"&.$%.$%"&, .(%1*67>, $"%0&.-) #$%Fth grade year! 

Thank you for being a part of Los Alamitos!  We will miss you! 
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The Takeuchi Family 

The Tilmant Family 

The Turk Family 

The Varghese Family 

The Viray Family 

The Vogel Family 

The Walker Family 

The Wach Family 

The Wolf Family 

The Wheeler Family 

The Woodly Family 

The Wright Family 

The Zare Family 
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The Shukis Family  

The Dziedzic Family 

Fifth Grade Memories 
Mrs. Reckmeyer’s Class                                  
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Los Alamitos was……."
"
TCamp Campbell 
A28) "H, ) .2C- "
 
­ Science Camp 
Q0/K 82+5"G3"
 
­ all of those 5th grade art projects 
Q.5+0="BE2?"
 
­The 3rd grade, it was my favorite 
school year in Mrs. LeBlanc’s class. 
> J 20-" B.?8E; J 0"
 
­ meeting all of my friends in the 
last two years.  I hope I will keep 
these friends forever. 
> 082." 4 ;> . 0="
 
­being in P.E. with Ms. Howell. 
N8==0682"4.C 20U"
 
­when I got to hang out with my 
friends out of class and in class. 
4 0;J .8 +."V.J +8="
 
­spending time with my best friend 
Eric Heldt. 
> ./8 2,= "N./8 -"> J .I /. ="
 
­spending time with my best friend 
Cameron Chapman. 
@20;" F8 +C1*"
 
­ playing knockout with my friends 
in 5th grade. 
N.; ?"Q8++5"
"

­spending time with my best friend 
Jack Kelly 
H.= 3"G3E58="
 
­the 4th grade Gold Rush  
:+ 8W"4,2 ;. 18"
 
­playing soccer in 2nd grade. 
:C ./" X2.78- "
 
­breaking my collarbone in 2nd 
grade. 
G.1J. ="A.+85"
 
­hanging out with my best friends. 
QJ. =J "<J E"
 
­playing with my friends 
:EK "10="O.EJ K.?J -J "
 
­being with all of my friends and 
teachers all year. 
G0;,+ 8"<.= 3"
 
­5th grade, I can’t really explain it 
but we did som any things.  5th 
grade was and will always be, a time 
to remember. 
> J 20-" > .= 82C.5 "
 
­ my 5th grade year.  The activites 
were really fun and four of my 
friends were in my class. My teacher 
was probably the best memory of 
my 5th grade year. 
N.28C "H,E1 J ) 8++"
 
­ meeting all of my friends and  
being able to play with them. 
G,.J "40 ;J 8+- "
 

­being with awesome friends and 
two of my best friends. 
4 .J -.= "Y.28 "
"
­Gold Rush Day. 
Q.8+80-J" X8,238 "
 
­going to Camp Campbell in 5th 
grade. 
H,=0 ." L01. 2"
 
­in 2nd grade when I had lunch 
with my teacher Mrs. Adams.  She 
is my favorite teacher in the whole 
world! 
> .//0 "Q.= 8?, "
 
­my 5th grade teacher and my trip 
to Camp Campbell. 
:= =8":K .+,- "
 
­hanging out with my friends at  
recess. 
Q870="> J ,7 .= 8; "
 
­my teachers, friends, and the 
grass. 
:7 ." @=Z.70"
 
­friends! 
N,J ="L .58 2"
 
­the whole year of  Kindergarten 
N,-8" :* "OE8+.- "
 
­going to science camp in 5th grade. 
Q,J-E? 8"F02.= , "
 
­ all of my friends and my P.E. 
teacher Ms. Howell. 
[ 20.J "P 203J 1"
"

"
"
 

Fifth Grade Memories  
Mrs. Jacob’s Class                                        
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Fifth Grade Memories 
Mrs. McLean’s Class    
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­1st grade when we went to the 
Discovery Museum.  I enjoyed 
making the corn husk doll and 
still have it. 
98. J "> .+C82,= "
 
­Gold Rush Day.  The activities 
were great and I had a lot of fun. 
4 .11J 8) "90E"
 
­ Gold Rush Day in 4th grade.  I 
had fun playing cards and pan­
ning for gold. 
4 0;J .8 +"Q, "
 
­ Gold Rush Day.  When we went 
panning for gold I got muddy.  
The food was great for lunch. 
> .--0 8"> +.2?8"
 
­ Gold Rush Day.  I liked the 
games and putting people in jail.  
The best part was that we got to 
have soda. 
A8220;?"A 8) 288"
 
­ in Kindergarten when I got to 
take care of Dandylion. 
4 .; ?8= U08"A2.?8 "
 
­ when we went to Camp Camp­
bell and learned about nature. 
A.70 C"X,= U.+8U"
 
­ going to San Juan Bautista   
because I learned many interest­
ing facts. 
:= C28) "HJ0=Z,"

45 "6.7 , 2018"/8 /, 25"
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was…."
 ­ Mrs. Borges’ class went to a 
San Jose Sharks Practice.  The 
practice was private and only 1 
class from 2 different schools 
was invited to go.  I had a great 
time! 
4 8+0--."4 E2I J 5"
 
­ the field trip to the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium in 2nd grade.  The 
best part were the sharks.   
:+ 8W": 5.+ . "
 
­Gold Rush day because you 
could feel what it was like in the 
Gold Rush. 
:20 8+"B82., "
 
­4th grade!  The whole year was 
fun and Mrs. Reckmyer was the 
BEST! 
A.2K5"X EC820.= "
 
­5th grade when I saw how big 
the library is. 
N.; ,K "4.2 10=8U"
 
­when we had pajama day in 1st 
grade. 
@++8-.K 81J"O,8K? 8"
 
­seeing the Sharks practice.   
> J 20-"O . 0/,= C0"
 
­Gold Rush Day, you were al­
lowed to get gold and cash it in. 
:+ 8--.= C2,": K2.18  
 
­Gold Rush Day in 4th grade.  
Playing Blackjack was one of the 
most fun parts of the day. 
:= =.+0-." <828U"
 
­Gold Rush Day.  I liked panning 
for gold the best. 
> J 20-"9 , 28=U, "
 

 
­Gold Rush Day, my favorite part 
was digging for gold, it was a very 
fun day. 
G.1.-J. "<,++.50 +"
 
­moving on to each grade, I al­
ways got a good feeling in my 
stomach.  When I changed from 
3rd to 4th grade I felt I was a 
grown­up. 
:I 20+"B0+/. =1"
 
­Gold Rush Day. 
P 0++0./" P 0+-,= "
 
­going to Camp Campbell.  It was 
extremely fun. 
\ .-/0 ="L ,2 ,EZ82C0": U.2 "
 
­ 4th grade Gold Rush Day.  I also 
liked 5th grade science camp at 
Camp Campbell. 
> ,++0="BJ2, ) 82"
 
­in 3rd grade when we went to the 
San Francisco Zoo.  
B287, 2"F ,2 - 1"
 
­ going to the Monterey Bay in 
2nd grade. 
N,= .1J. =M02.5" "

­playing with my best friend 
Fisher who now lives in Colorado. 
4 .11J 8) "HJE?E- "
"
TGold Rush Day when we mined 
for gold.  I liked getting gold out of 
the river. 
N8225"4.1 J 8) "
"
Tin 5th grade when we went to 
camp.   
:= 1J ,= 5"O,C 203E8U"
 
­Gold Rush Day because we got to 
do lots of different things. 
L2.= C,= "N0/8= 8U"
"
"
"
"



Fifth Grade Memories   
Mrs. Brooks’ Class                                       
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­ in 4th grade and we played soccer 
every day. 
@28="\81 ?0=+82"
 
­doing the state report on South 
Dakota because it took forever and 
I learned things that I didn’t know 
before, which make me want to go 
there. 
N,-JE. "P .+?8 2"
 
­starting P.E. and doing P.E. in 4th 
and 5th grade. 
:= 1,= 0,"H/ 01J "
 
­the time I got my first best friend. 
N,= =5"Q.58 "
 
­the last performance I had with 
Mr. V in 3rd grade because Mr. V 
was a nice teacher and it was sad 
to move on. 
:= 88-.J "V.20C"
 
­doing the state report because I 
had fun learning about my state. 
<82+."M.+8=UE8+."
 
­science camp because my friends 
and I had a ton of fun. 
:K K08"HE8-- TOEK0="
 
­ when my friend Danial F. and I 
were under a desk looking at the 
2003 Guinness World Records dur­
ing class in 3rd grade. 
L28= C,= "4;A ,= E3J "
 
­Gold Rush because it was so fun.  
I learned a lot, but my favorite part 
was having the best time I could 
ever have with my friends. 
H,I J 0." ] -,= "
 
­my state report in 5th grade.  I 
remember working hard and hop­
ing for a good grade.  I think those 
long days and hard work paid off 
and I’m proud. 
G.1.-J. "BJ,/I -,= "
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Los Alamitos was ……. 
 
­ when I went to the pumpkin patch 
in Kindergarten 
:+ 8W"908K- J 82"
 
­science camp because of the food, 
activities, and the moon rocks. 
N./8 -"F ,I J ./ "
 
­ when I went to Camp Campbell.  
We 5th graders loved everything 
there. 
Q870="P .; J "
 
­meeting Sophia in Kindergarten 
because I know she will be my friend 
for a long time. 
@/0 +5"V2E3,+0"
 
­ Gold Rush and digging for gold. 
> J 20- 1,I J 82"F0C.+3, "
 
­meeting my friends, they are cool. 
A.= 08+"V.2.?8-J "
 
­ in 1st grade m mom would not 
stop following me because she was 
nervous.  When Mrs. Casey said 
“Parents please leave.” they walked 
as slow as they could.  I was so ex­
cited to have a desk that I didn’t 
want to leave. 
N,J ="N,-8I J "X0.; 0=1, "
 
­Gold Rush Day because it was very 
fun! 
A.= 08+"N0=3,0 E"
 
­ Camp Campbell because it was 
really nice to learn about nature and 
hang out with my friends. 
:= Z.+0"HJ.J "
 
­in Kindergarten on St. Patrick’s Day 
because the whole class followed me 
around the playground on a scaven­
ger hunt for leprechauns.  When I 
thought I saw one I got freaked out 
and ran to my teacher who ended 
up holding me. 
4 0;J .8 +."AE== 8"

 
­watching my picture and poem 
at the art show because it made 
me feel like an artist. 
L20.= "H.= C,7 .+"
"
­dong the state report because I 
worked very hard to accomplish 
that project. 
O,-J= 0"M.23J 8-8  
 
­all the teachers I had.  Best of 
all was Mrs. Brooks! 
Y.; ?"4 .1.2 "
 
­4th grade Gold Rush Day be­
cause of the gold digging and the 
Blackjack. 
H.+8=." H88+85"
 
­my first day of Kindergarten.  I 
was scared, then a little girl in 
my class walked and took my 
hand and walked me to my line. 
> 8+0=." 4 *"H, )0 =-? 0"
 
­when I first met Abbie because 
she was so funny and always 
made me laugh. 
N,-8" O,-.- "
 
­when my mom came in crying 
and told me my grandpa had 
died.  Thanks for being a great 
grandpa. 
@20;" := .= /.+ .5 "
 
­Camp Campbell because of the 
really good food. 
G.1J. =08+"F ,3+8="
 
­Gold Rush Day becuas we got to 
go back in time and be like a pio­
neer. 
> .= C0;8 "<J 8+.= "
 
­science camp because I made 
some new friends and it was fun. 
L28= C.= "V+8/0 =3"
 
­meeting my friends they’re   
awesome! 
H./.= 1J ." H/0 1J "
 



CONGRATULATIONS  
LAURA RAIMONDI AND TERRI JIMENEZ  

FOR BEING RECOGNIZED BY THE PTA COUNCIL FOR  
OUTSTANDING SERVICE! 

 

According to the Merriam­Webster dictionary, a volunteer is a person who voluntarily undertakes a service.   This definition 
just doesn’t seem to do justice in describing two women, Laura Raimondi and Terri Jimenez, who spent three years putting in end­
less hours managing the art vistas program for Los Alamitos Elementary School.  To say that they “volunteered” does not adequately 
describe the commitment they gave to our school.  

Laura and Terri truly devoted their time and energy to ensuring that Los Alamitos had an organized art program that ex­
posed students to the beauty, creativity and imagination that comes from art.  They spent countless hours training parent volunteers, 
organizing an art room so that docents had easy access to necessary supplies, taught art lessons to students in all grades, spent 
hours at the hot kiln baking hundreds of clay projects, and organized an amazing annual art show showcasing the wondrous works of 
our students. They have shown tireless dedication and endless amounts of creativity in everything they did at the school.   

Each of them in their own right is a wonderful volunteer who gave for many years and in so many ways to Los Alamitos.  
Together, they are the dynamic duo who took over an average art program three years ago and turned it into the skillfully produced 
program that it is today!  Just ask any student who experiences art vista, and they will tell you it is one of their favorite aspects of 
school.  We have Laura and Terri to thank for that! 
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From left to right:  Laura Raimondi, Simone Nelson and Terri Jimenez 

Los Alamitos Shining Stars!  

Los Alamitos Shining Stars are those volunteers who have stepped in at a moment‛s notice, taken on extra 
duties or gone above & beyond the call of duty! 

Lillie Holt – For enthusiastically taking on organizing our Lost & Found!  Thanks Lillie! 

Nanci Tudish – For her hard work in getting the recycling program up and running this year!  Great job Nanci! 

Rachel Parakh & Stacy Winters – For spearheading the addition of new trees to our incoming field!  Someday we’ll pass by those trees and know 
that the PTA of 2009 was responsible for them!  Thank you Rachel & Stacy! 

Kristin Hoy  ­  For stepping in to make sure our spaghetti arrived for our Art Show dinner!  You’re awesome! 

Mrs. Merrell & Elizabeth Muller  ­  Thank you for devoting hours upon hours of your time producing and directing our “School House Rock” 
musical!  You’re the best!   

Rhonda and Albert Rodrigues  ­  Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty helping us with food for our Art Show! 

Jo Fregoso  ­  Thanks for taking on a LOT of photocopying (much of it at the last minute) since taking over our 
“flyer distribution” position! 

Michael Shukis  ­  For giving freely of your time by helping out at the food service table during our recent Art Show, 
without even being asked! 


